History of Families of Las Americas

Typically, families from other parts of Mexico and Central America end up on the borders searching for a better life.  Many families who cannot find work or afford to live on the border migrate to the outskirts of border towns and form Colonias (poor neighborhoods).  

Families from Las Americas have migrated from Veracruz, Mexico City, Sanluis Potosi, Tampica, Monterrey, Cuidad Juarez, Hildalgo, and many other towns.  They have spent all of their money and resources to make it to the border.  Some family members have been left behind and others have perished along the journey.

Many live in over crowded make-shift houses. Others have dirt-floored, wooden or cinder block shacks that are not insulated from the heat and cold and are without electricity, running water or indoor toilet facilities.  Most live a “hand-to-mouth” existence, not knowing if there will be enough money to buy food for the next day.

The main focus for the men is to find work to provide for their family.  Their hope is to provide basic needs for their family – shelter, food, clothing, and education for their children.  Some women work by selling tortillas, cheese, and hand crafts to help out financially.

The families are all Catholic and attend mass at a nearby church when they have transportation.  On special occasions Fr. Diego from St. Jude’s church celebrates mass with them in a make-shift chapel without walls in the Colonia.   

Fr. Diego and Sister Alma from nearby Casa Hogar Enrique Tomas Lozano meet with them on a monthly basis for catechism class. The older girls at Casa Hogar teach catechism class for the children.   It is the dream of the families to have their own church someday in Las Americas.  The Priest and Sister came up with a point system based on the family’s involvement in their community, attendance at catechism classes, and their participation in the sacraments.  

The six families that St. Thomas More is sponsoring received the highest points.  They are being rewarded for being outstanding Christians in their community by receiving things for their homes. 

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry                                              and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?”






 - Matthew 25:37

